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C U LT U R E S N A K E A N I M A L S N AT U R E W I L D L I F E

snake measuring close to 8 feet long was discovered in Georgia, the

biggest one found in the state for years, and just shy of the national

record.

Wildlife biologists at Fort Stewart captured an Eastern Indigo Snake, a Facebook

post from the Georgia Southern University Department of Biology said.

The snap, shared on Thursday, shows a man holding up the black serpent, which

measured 7 feet 7 inches long.
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The impressive specimen was hailed by the team, who called it "undoubtedly one

of the most magnificent animals in our region."

NEWSWEEK NEWSLETTER SIGN-UP >

And despite its impressive size, the United States Fish and Wildlife Service

(FWS) confirmed the animals aren't venomous, and are in fact "harmless."

North Carolina Mom Finds Snake in Her Toilet in '2 a.m. Terror'

Man Finds Huge Python Curled up on Dish Rack as He Cleared Plates

Man Frees Deadliest Rattlesnake in the U.S. From Netting

It's unusual to find one this big, as the researchers explained: "Unfortunately, they

are Federally threatened due to habitat loss and persecution by humans." Under

the FWS's Endangered Species Act, the snake is listed as "threatened."

READ MORE
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That is why the "exciting" find was eagerly welcomed by the biologists. "Indigo

Snakes are the longest snake in the U.S., but this is still a noteworthy size. It is

apparently the longest Indigo Snake measured in Georgia in recent years," they

added.

NEWSWEEK SUBSCRIPTION OFFERS >

Florida Fish and Wildlife, and the Encyclopedia of Alabama, both say the longest

Eastern Indigo Snake found was nine feet two inches long, with the Georgia

specimen not too far short of this record.

The FWS claimed they can grow up to 8ft 5ins for males, and 6ft 5ins for females,

and weigh between 6.5 pounds and 11lbs.

The snake is now "restricted to southern Georgia and Florida," the university

noted, adding: "They are being reintroduced" in Alabama.
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A huge Eastern Indigo Snake found in Georgia, thought to be the biggest in years.

DEE MINCEY / GEORGIA SOUTHERN UNIVERSITY DEPARTMENT OF BIOLOGY
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In the three states, the snakes' preferred habitat is: "Dry, fire-maintained sandhill

habitat with scattered oaks and longleaf pine. The presence of gopher tortoise

burrows is a plus."

The Orianne Society explained how these two species are connected, saying: "In

addition, the Eastern Indigo Snake is directly linked to another vulnerable species

—the Gopher Tortoise.

"In the northern portion of its range, the Eastern Indigo Snake is dependent on

Gopher Tortoise burrows for shelter in the winter. As suitable Gopher Tortoise

habitat has declined, so have the tortoise populations and with it the Eastern

Indigo Snake."

And in response to questions over the snake's fate, the team confirmed in

comments that the creature was not killed. The biology department added:

"These wildlife biologists work with Indigo Snakes on a regular basis as part of

long-term monitoring of their populations."
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The impressive find was praised on Facebook, with the post amassing hundreds

of likes and shares, as Anna Franklin Wickman wrote: "Wow! What impressive

find. Beautiful."

Jonathan Augustine raved: "That's incredible."

Rebecca Minchew Stanford commented: "What a beauty!"

Jane G. Williams wrote: "Wonderful! These

snakes are so important to our ecosystem!

That is an awesome snake!"

Donna Scott Henson noted: "It's a BIG

snake!!!!"

While Sharon Fortune added: "Oh hell no!!"
Snake Catcher Captures Deadly

Venomous Serpent With His Bare

Hands

READ MORE
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In 2017, the United States Department of Agriculture's National Resources

Conservation Service announced swathes of the Peach State would be the latest

addition to the Sentinel Landscapes program.

Explaining the joint effort, a press release said: "The Departments of Agriculture,

Defense and Interior have designated southern Georgia as the newest Sentinel

Landscape designed to protect natural resources, enhance habitat for several key

species, and maintain military readiness.

"The Georgia Sentinel Landscape includes nine important military installations

and ranges, including Fort Stewart, Fort Benning, and Townsend Bombing

Range."

The Georgia Sentinel Landscape partners added part of their goals were to

"ensure the continued viability of important military installations and support the

protection of habitat corridors for diverse important species such as the gopher

tortoise, red-cockaded woodpecker, and eastern indigo snake."
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Update 2/22/22, 8:08 a.m. ET: This article was updated with photos from Georgia

Southern University Department of Biology.

REQUEST REPRINT & LICENSING , SUBMIT CORRECTION  OR VIEW EDITORIAL GUIDELINES

SUBSCRIBE FOR $1

https://www.facebook.com/Georgia-Southern-University-Department-of-Biology-152756898538/?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZUK9-FP0oRll9_qZQJwzO6Ybl4GwWsDRPqIuiiTUfBkfaQtUlC-DITi77aruSIW-9wqnITcOkBTFuyjuU_ujxvxKhm3ivwLS4NiBBwbB14V-4BYdpUrEtgD4LB0v91mLjfm9Y7Q4ZYkBqVRwaj3gK25&__tn__=-UC*F
https://www.newsweek.com/contact
https://www.newsweek.com/editorial-guidelines
https://www.newsweek.com/
https://subscribe.newsweek.com/product/2


3/3/22, 5:02 PM Massive Snake Nearly Eight Feet Long Found in Georgia: 'Hell No'

https://www.newsweek.com/massive-snake-eight-foot-long-found-georgia-viral-1681276 10/14

THE DEBATE

It's Time To Change the Way We Celebrate Black History Month
BY
KEITH WYCHE

Black History Month Has Become a Farce
BY
ERNEST OWENS

OPINION

We Care More About Ukraine Because the Victims Are White
BY
MICHAEL SHANK

Without a Federal Law Guarantee, Reproductive Rights Are in Peril
BY
JENNIE WETTER

'Don't Say Gay' Bill Will Be Detrimental to LGBTIQ+ Youth
BY
BRYAN COCHRAN AND KELLY DAVIS

The Grande Armée of Kabul
BY
TANYA GOUDSOUZIAN

Kim Reynolds' State of the Union Response Paves a Path for the GOP

VS

SUBSCRIBE FOR $1

https://www.newsweek.com/the-debate
https://www.newsweek.com/its-time-change-way-we-celebrate-black-history-month-opinion-1681515
https://www.newsweek.com/black-history-month-has-become-farce-opinion-1681523
https://www.newsweek.com/opinion
https://www.newsweek.com/we-care-more-about-ukraine-because-victims-are-white-opinion-1684608
https://www.newsweek.com/without-federal-law-guarantee-reproductive-rights-are-peril-opinion-1683805
https://www.newsweek.com/dont-say-gay-bill-will-detrimental-lgbtiq-youth-opinion-1684323
https://www.newsweek.com/grande-armee-kabul-opinion-1684232
https://www.newsweek.com/kim-reynolds-state-union-response-paves-path-gop-opinion-1684249
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=Cfx6ZADshYp2zA4uLoPMPt-ew-AaI1s_SaMPZ9uXKD9vZHhABILqI-yVgycaIh8yjxBegAdq-nfkDyAEC4AIAqAMByAMIqgSsAk_Qflv9wIdevRyIXuP4hhREp3C4I_IkpK6Jpb3kVrVWj4M32VlX0PX6dFa5ePsTADr6rkE8nUr9s0WtKwCPjr54rXIi47FVKxqRaer_CPy0hpntlD0d-krSTHm-bv1wUN5gdfhD99SIjqXv1WDP8f7NkaiceKAcA_V7BAVXgIZdvUfTXHDduhfWYgjuxv9Ex2I8HEUw9LLFsrtYz6vdaQLwrtw4ROb9L2ucWtcerWONvjqsldru1347dGuj3iIZimBce4BojtP63qg50t_kwR1Lf2QR-er1oSRIvVuAvG9URXde3e9C0RK1_BqcmtmcWllP11-L31KcsVHwLgyhopjr6XGcdI3D0RTt-kWi0Zjc9aaKxptV41zjxoOuRlaLEVPSD0nAUts5TL8EosAE2dDaje8D4AQBoAYCgAeOweIGqAeOzhuoB5PYG6gH7paxAqgH_p6xAqgHpKOxAqgH1ckbqAemvhuoB_PRG6gHltgbqAeqm7ECqAffn7EC2AcB0ggHCIBhEAEYHfIIG2FkeC1zdWJzeW4tMTMxNDM3NTE1NDUwNzQ0N7EJ8ajThY4ErXOACgOYCwHICwG4DAHYEwLQFQGYFgH4FgGAFwE&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAASJORooZV9MIuij-vyKaMTk-I4LZGlq-vBJA4gOxle48Gr_GVPEw&sig=AOD64_3MqKuY0Ndi5LPuVHvh513o2Jmecg&client=ca-pub-6042373951237502&nx=CLICK_X&ny=CLICK_Y&nb=2&adurl=https://www.alz.org/help-support/resources/helpline%3Futm_source%3Dgdn%26utm_medium%3Ddisplay%26utm_campaign%3Dhelpline%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMInbOW9Piq9gIViwVoCB23MwxvEAEYASAAEgLl0vD_BwE
https://adssettings.google.com/whythisad?source=display&reasons=Aa2KcEbxwqb-y9L8XIUogHPM0hwWTZD5Nw6bNDRqSJuhIA9Z19qFWr6Bo_daZr0iwQxeRLWkM-_YaTtSZEj8L2y7Bv33_39PYITgaDPqOjgDN1F9Wwe_fdQFnDVZo-k5dbXMnQCftJ1e967qB4qsbhYvjNPwGzBoFsGbV1fyPQM2jFWKPxrno8zYVwN8H4XN4qZAQuXlBSdrmptdagNi62Tb53xKexjDULzCSnT7axeVJmF_8213TciA1U17uDQz93jWppbXSs-LD_Vyv8-c6GE02CyUIR3ay5vSnSSpyoojZ0VOIiBUTJDwJY3l6qe4sxabT7lwjjodC0jayg4hK7ShLJwdTmpEWbslljxA8v0ej5kUp2GsF46C-WrsHQ6QF0DBv4FpNVAxYY1a72WAEYx1udw973cVxiODWlhGYHkn86iV7B4jawwoIV79TbKwCqcRfN5BmY7zDl_IXtOY8b_F5-bqRZsJ76QH8VQGOOcq5PaM09liQTafXjgmkVy5zqqK-PzVFr5Ss2rWN7j9FkEutqOPz3rgxL1F6IVuwj-TbvImAE2JyP9MTzb0I3pK0lYcRcIGn9fMLm2wIfyqIKMC9orv2-eXWNzdtVceDndj0EDhUcceG072oa9CqeIY9Sid1Urn0zU7AGvhE2i0dYzYWUzGtxrPRi3RZk8ajyJjZ6v1O-CMAGPlWEUpRa9Zor8ilDYH_PnEj-1sBd5fX2SCBTEkMKjHmoykt-4DdEShKtII2hZrREMimGPYU_A43LGC3uKeZ8IQBwaZdar2QglINJjERd9cL_xFqVy7r82EugwHaCofe5mPnwuMRLnEgz52AagOZ2zQCcurWnsYWoAfr-S8AR7tTOn8jdl7wi2Jq_hkv5LoVQSO6hIkpSB2zLS87IudxF2qSwC8PU63pMwv2GaCcK2rC_8pcmx4XxvRezon9hYiqgVIc-FwX5UIthjDSlS2tUhhudb7jQ7Pug-8HoKY7Zx3PyO5U8kN59376sYiarBK-4f5h4bTzDtRcsYBCgfDsywH3zFuX8QoCI-hxFePDMNc2vfs3Ee5JUrhb8kdwGco3zlsqSkQCU1v_n8R195y2PzhVSN6srNgIiLQt75wNgrC2DXO8SvjHQhM8MMpT6SlujQBBXzjuW24edm8p5nu5O4qeQZ9G2sd4JOj65tW5ILSM1FgSiCK5eta5mZlsIwOkaMUssftmnAWN0phNGNN_HmXi2vx64XQ9Tc-WMkHlPYdCzoiOxxSRp7tCrcrsPZfoc3mdsS0NKL-XnYA56vLc4PPe9SKqWa_HmSTYKe51jHWHs-k0Hhb72PpCGo6FipheL_IlSOda6Fg2DQX7SOB8IFZR3i1FikztuCB77tep2jq-H4xl4bs_sbRN09n6WsIMYuUCg7aIKd2mMtwGzKndsQeCtxkUIKZOZbDTczrfCmmys8zF92bCufHRbLrxl5LejtormDS8Je0vesh8Ij7C7WgM_1LUOXYk5cyRFipdFv1AgW5fy0EL5xs_BykSEqKFJYybWHhMaoz0xNA9No5uAqtmrXcrnIfjIwuICqMVdp4HWACaB0R4sb4vPECL2yY_MC4TBmzx2dKQTgcixhsKtPkWSQNUZ-wH6tRe1i8NSlmuM3TSodSRyh7vCc5zWbtOzKy-j9bHkqkt8n6Rf6MB2TaWvR3Cz5OHFFyIXwwCv2lATTTmM_BWNHP3W4ovJNgP330VbpvrVfAJx9xWOMZZ9kEz5R2P_FRs1XDw8quLR61-0sZGNoPD6pl6XMzE2ULWiNqJRT452OC1P3-yiUBUJplxzjiGrFl5Riu4apv
https://adssettings.google.com/whythisad?source=display&reasons=Aa2KcEbxwqb-y9L8XIUogHPM0hwWTZD5Nw6bNDRqSJuhIA9Z19qFWr6Bo_daZr0iwQxeRLWkM-_YaTtSZEj8L2y7Bv33_39PYITgaDPqOjgDN1F9Wwe_fdQFnDVZo-k5dbXMnQCftJ1e967qB4qsbhYvjNPwGzBoFsGbV1fyPQM2jFWKPxrno8zYVwN8H4XN4qZAQuXlBSdrmptdagNi62Tb53xKexjDULzCSnT7axeVJmF_8213TciA1U17uDQz93jWppbXSs-LD_Vyv8-c6GE02CyUIR3ay5vSnSSpyoojZ0VOIiBUTJDwJY3l6qe4sxabT7lwjjodC0jayg4hK7ShLJwdTmpEWbslljxA8v0ej5kUp2GsF46C-WrsHQ6QF0DBv4FpNVAxYY1a72WAEYx1udw973cVxiODWlhGYHkn86iV7B4jawwoIV79TbKwCqcRfN5BmY7zDl_IXtOY8b_F5-bqRZsJ76QH8VQGOOcq5PaM09liQTafXjgmkVy5zqqK-PzVFr5Ss2rWN7j9FkEutqOPz3rgxL1F6IVuwj-TbvImAE2JyP9MTzb0I3pK0lYcRcIGn9fMLm2wIfyqIKMC9orv2-eXWNzdtVceDndj0EDhUcceG072oa9CqeIY9Sid1Urn0zU7AGvhE2i0dYzYWUzGtxrPRi3RZk8ajyJjZ6v1O-CMAGPlWEUpRa9Zor8ilDYH_PnEj-1sBd5fX2SCBTEkMKjHmoykt-4DdEShKtII2hZrREMimGPYU_A43LGC3uKeZ8IQBwaZdar2QglINJjERd9cL_xFqVy7r82EugwHaCofe5mPnwuMRLnEgz52AagOZ2zQCcurWnsYWoAfr-S8AR7tTOn8jdl7wi2Jq_hkv5LoVQSO6hIkpSB2zLS87IudxF2qSwC8PU63pMwv2GaCcK2rC_8pcmx4XxvRezon9hYiqgVIc-FwX5UIthjDSlS2tUhhudb7jQ7Pug-8HoKY7Zx3PyO5U8kN59376sYiarBK-4f5h4bTzDtRcsYBCgfDsywH3zFuX8QoCI-hxFePDMNc2vfs3Ee5JUrhb8kdwGco3zlsqSkQCU1v_n8R195y2PzhVSN6srNgIiLQt75wNgrC2DXO8SvjHQhM8MMpT6SlujQBBXzjuW24edm8p5nu5O4qeQZ9G2sd4JOj65tW5ILSM1FgSiCK5eta5mZlsIwOkaMUssftmnAWN0phNGNN_HmXi2vx64XQ9Tc-WMkHlPYdCzoiOxxSRp7tCrcrsPZfoc3mdsS0NKL-XnYA56vLc4PPe9SKqWa_HmSTYKe51jHWHs-k0Hhb72PpCGo6FipheL_IlSOda6Fg2DQX7SOB8IFZR3i1FikztuCB77tep2jq-H4xl4bs_sbRN09n6WsIMYuUCg7aIKd2mMtwGzKndsQeCtxkUIKZOZbDTczrfCmmys8zF92bCufHRbLrxl5LejtormDS8Je0vesh8Ij7C7WgM_1LUOXYk5cyRFipdFv1AgW5fy0EL5xs_BykSEqKFJYybWHhMaoz0xNA9No5uAqtmrXcrnIfjIwuICqMVdp4HWACaB0R4sb4vPECL2yY_MC4TBmzx2dKQTgcixhsKtPkWSQNUZ-wH6tRe1i8NSlmuM3TSodSRyh7vCc5zWbtOzKy-j9bHkqkt8n6Rf6MB2TaWvR3Cz5OHFFyIXwwCv2lATTTmM_BWNHP3W4ovJNgP330VbpvrVfAJx9xWOMZZ9kEz5R2P_FRs1XDw8quLR61-0sZGNoPD6pl6XMzE2ULWiNqJRT452OC1P3-yiUBUJplxzjiGrFl5Riu4apv
https://www.newsweek.com/
https://subscribe.newsweek.com/product/2


3/3/22, 5:02 PM Massive Snake Nearly Eight Feet Long Found in Georgia: 'Hell No'

https://www.newsweek.com/massive-snake-eight-foot-long-found-georgia-viral-1681276 11/14

GET THE BEST OF
NEWSWEEK VIA EMAIL

Email address

Kim Reynolds  State of the Union Response Paves a Path for the GOP

BY
MICHAEL MEDVED

One Key Lesson of Putin's War: The Stark Failure of the Budapest Memorandum
BY
ERIELLE DAVIDSON

Senate Democrats Tried, and Failed, to Shut Down Abortion Debate
BY
MARJORIE DANNENFELSER

A Modest Proposal for Bringing Russia Into the Western Fold
BY
RALPH SCHOELLHAMMER

How a Weak Biden, Capitulating to the Green Left, Enabled Putin's Invasion
BY
DAN HOLLAWAY

The U.S. Border Patrol is Broken
BY
ARI SAWYER

SUBSCRIBE FOR $1

https://www.newsweek.com/kim-reynolds-state-union-response-paves-path-gop-opinion-1684249
https://www.newsweek.com/authors/michael-medved
https://www.newsweek.com/one-key-lesson-putins-war-stark-failure-budapest-memorandum-opinion-1684245
https://www.newsweek.com/senate-democrats-tried-failed-shut-down-abortion-debate-opinion-1683785
https://www.newsweek.com/modest-proposal-bringing-russia-western-fold-opinion-1684274
https://www.newsweek.com/how-weak-biden-capitulating-green-left-enabled-putins-invasion-opinion-1684108
https://www.newsweek.com/us-border-patrol-broken-opinion-1683741
https://www.newsweek.com/
https://subscribe.newsweek.com/product/2


3/3/22, 5:02 PM Massive Snake Nearly Eight Feet Long Found in Georgia: 'Hell No'

https://www.newsweek.com/massive-snake-eight-foot-long-found-georgia-viral-1681276 12/14

CHOOSE YOUR SUBSCRIPTION

Newsweek magazine delivered to your door
Unlimited access to Newsweek.com
Ad free Newsweek.com experience
iOS and Android app access
All newsletters + podcasts

PREMIUM

SELECT ›

SUBSCRIBE FOR $1

https://subscribe.newsweek.com/product/1
https://www.newsweek.com/
https://subscribe.newsweek.com/product/2


3/3/22, 5:02 PM Massive Snake Nearly Eight Feet Long Found in Georgia: 'Hell No'

https://www.newsweek.com/massive-snake-eight-foot-long-found-georgia-viral-1681276 13/14

Unlimited access to Newsweek.com
Ad free Newsweek.com experience
iOS and Android app access
All newsletters + podcasts

DIGITAL+ FROM $1

SELECT ›

NEWSLETTER

Join half a million readers enjoying Newsweek's free newsletters

Email address

BEST OF NEWSWEEK VIA EMAIL

© 2022 NEWSWEEK DIGITAL LLC

   
SUBSCRIBE FOR $1

https://subscribe.newsweek.com/product/2
https://www.newsweek.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Newsweek
https://twitter.com/Newsweek
https://www.instagram.com/newsweek/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/newsweek
https://www.newsweek.com/
https://subscribe.newsweek.com/product/2


3/3/22, 5:02 PM Massive Snake Nearly Eight Feet Long Found in Georgia: 'Hell No'

https://www.newsweek.com/massive-snake-eight-foot-long-found-georgia-viral-1681276 14/14

Editions:
U.S. Edition 日本 Pakistan Polska România

About Us Announcements Archive Corrections Contact Us Editorial Guidelines Mission Statement

Advertise Copyright Terms & Conditions Privacy Policy Cookie Policy Terms of Sale

https://www.newsweek.com/
https://www.newsweekjapan.jp/
https://www.newsweekpakistan.com/
https://www.newsweek.pl/
https://newsweek.ro/
https://www.newsweek.com/about-newsweek
https://www.newsweek.com/announcements
https://www.newsweek.com/archive
https://www.newsweek.com/corrections
https://www.newsweek.com/contact
https://www.newsweek.com/editorial-guidelines
https://www.newsweek.com/mission-statement
https://www.newsweek.com/advertise
https://www.newsweek.com/copyright
https://www.newsweek.com/terms-service
https://www.newsweek.com/privacy-policy
https://www.newsweek.com/cookie-policy
https://www.newsweek.com/terms-sale

